Georgia Tech

Sport Parachute Club

Est. 1969

Constitution

 And

Letter of Intent for Charter

Letter of intent for charter

There are now dozens of college sport parachuting clubs in this country actively participating in the sport with full consent of their respective school administrations. All of these clubs compete with each other in the name of their schools and attend the national championships annually to determine the best college team in the whole nation.  It is our intent to establish for Georgia Tech a club that could compete in the institution’s name for the purpose of promoting competition between clubs and their respective teams.

It is also our intent to promote safety in the sport by adopting rigid safety regulations and by training jumpers in a highly organized training program.  This is possible only through an organized club.
The following is a picture of the original Letter of intent for charter from the Georgia Tech Archives.
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Constitution of the Georgia Tech Sport Parachute Club
Created: ~1969

Revised: November 11, 2005
Preamble
We, the students of Georgia Tech, in order to form an organized skydiving club dedicated to safety and the by-laws of the sport in general, do establish this Constitution as the basis for conducting the Georgia Tech Sport Parachute Club.

Article I – Name

The name of the organization shall be the “Georgia Tech Sport Parachute Club”.

Article II – Purpose

The purpose of this organization shall be:

1. To develop knowledge of safety in the sport.

2. To inspire intercollegiate competition in general and to represent Georgia Tech in such competition.

3. To represent Georgia Tech in the promotion of skydiving through exhibitions.

4. To develop an organization that is geared to maximum efficiency by virtue of its internal compatibility and organization.

Article III – Members

Section I

All members of the Georgia Tech Sport Parachute Club will be Georgia Tech students who meet eligibility requirements for participation in extra-curricular activities as stated in the GT Catalog and SGA policies.   Only Georgia Tech students can vote or hold office.

Section II

Associate members are GT faculty, staff, or alumni and their spouses who are interested in the organization.  They may not vote or hold office.
Section III

There is no maximum number of members the organization will be allowed to have.

Section IV

All student dues paying members that are eligible for participation in extra-curricular activities as stated in the GT Catalog and SGA policies shall be eligible to hold office in the organization.

Section V

Membership will take effect when an interested party signs up on the membership roster and pays all dues.

Article IV-Officers

Section I

The organization shall have the following officers:

1. President

2. Vice President

3. Secretary

4. Treasurer

5. Public Relations Officer

6. Quartermaster

Section II

Duties of Officers
1 President – The President will preside at club and officer meetings and will need to be familiar with club governing documents and Roberts Rules of Order.  The President will ensure that all eligibility requirements are met, coordinate club activities, provide resources for learning more about the sport, and look for ways to involve alumni.  As an Executive Officer, regular attendance at club and exec meetings is required.  
2 Vice President – the principal duties of the Vice President are assigned by the President.  The Vice President assumes the duties of the President in his/her absence.  The Vice President will be in charge of communications with potential new members, and coordinate information sessions for the student body.  As an Executive Officer, regular attendance at club and exec meetings is required.

3 Secretary – the Secretary will record the minutes of all club and officer meetings, and then distribute the minutes to the club and/or officer members.  As an Executive Officer, regular attendance at club and exec meetings is required.

4 Treasurer – the Treasurer will maintain the financial status of the club which includes but is not limited to collecting dues, working with the Sports Club Coordinator to insure invoices are paid on time, ensure timely payment of all accounts payable, and work with the President to turn in a budget to SGA.  As an Executive Officer, regular attendance at club and exec meetings is required.

5 Public Relations Officer – The duties of this office will be to enhance the image of the Georgia Tech Sport Parachute Club which include but are not limited to the organization of information distribution at FASET orientation, and Technique and Blueprint publications.  As an Executive Officer, regular attendance at club and exec meetings is required.

6 Quartermaster – The quartermaster is in charge of the maintenance of current club equipment including, but not limited to coordinating reserve repacks with a FAA  Rigger, inventory of all gear, repairs on gear, and organization of gear locker.  The quartermaster will work with the Treasurer in writing bills to procure new equipment and communicate with the club on gear status and checkout procedures.  If membership in the club permits, the quartermaster should hold at least a USPA A-license.  As an Executive Officer, regular attendance at club and exec meetings is required.

Section III
Officer shall be elected:

1. Every Spring Semester, one month before the semester’s end, or as vacancies occur.   
2. The officers will serve for one year or until the following Spring Semester, which ever comes first.  
3. Student club members wishing to run for office may be self-nominated and need one second by another student club member.  
4. The member shall be elected by a majority of the members of a quorum.  Absentee ballots may be emailed to the President if sent 24 hours prior to meeting, but will only be used if quorum is not present at the meeting.  
5. Newly elected officers will work with current officers until the end of the semester at which point they will have full authority of that position.

Section IV

Officers shall be removed in this manner:

1. If an officer fails to maintain Institute requirements for holding office (good standing, for example), he or she shall resign immediately.

2. If it is believed that an officer is not fulfilling his or her constitutional duties, then a petition requesting his or her removal must be signed by at least half of the voting membership and presented at a general meeting.  Then, upon verification of the validity of the petition by the advisor, and at least two weeks but no more than four weeks from the date of submission, another meeting shall be held at which the grievance will be presented, with both sides having the opportunity to present a case.

3. The Faculty Advisor, if appropriate, shall preside over the removal hearing.  After all arguments have been heard, a secret-ballot vote shall be held.  If at least two-thirds of the voting members present vote for removal, the officer shall be removed immediately.

4. If the President is removed or resigns, the Vice-President will take his/her place in the interim.  All other officers will be nominated by the membership and voted on in accordance with regular election procedures.

Article V – Advisor

Section I

A full time GT faculty or staff member will serve as advisor to the organization.  

Section II

Nominations for advisor will take place within the Executive Board.  The Executive Board will choose the advisor and will invite him/her to serve as advisor for the next academic year.

Section III

During Officer Elections, the organization will vote on whether to continue the Advisor appointment or not.  The vote must be 2/3rd majority of those voting in order to retain the Advisor for the next academic year.

Section IV

The duties of Advisor include:  meeting with organization officers, reviewing the yearly budget, signing all required paperwork and advising on issues of risk management, organization leadership, and Georgia Tech policy.

Section V

The Advisor can be removed for not carrying out the duties and expectations as defined in this document.  Any member can bring concerns to the Executive Board.  The Executive Board will meet with the Advisor to discuss the concerns.  After this meeting, the Executive Board will vote on whether to remove the Advisor.  If there is a majority vote, then the Advisor will be removed.

Section VI

If an Advisor steps down or is removed, the Executive Board will follow the process stated in Article V Section II.

Article VI – Dues

Dues will be set by the Executive Council, depending upon the Club’s financial situation at the beginning of each semester club dues are set at a minimum of $35 per semester.

Article VII – Parliamentary Procedures

All business meetings shall be governed by the procedures contained in Roberts’ Rules of Order.

Article VIII-Meetings

Section I

General Business Meeting

1. A general business meeting may be called by the President or Vice President or by petition of 1/4 of the dues paying members.

2. A quorum is necessary before any proposals can be voted on and passed.

3. Absentee ballots may be counted if quorum is not present at the meeting and votes are received via email 24 hours prior to meeting.

Section II

Executive Council

1. A council, consisting of the Club Officers, shall hold meetings as directed by the President.

2. All decisions made by the Executive Council are subject to approval by the Club at a general business meeting.

Article IX- Constitutional Amendments

Section I

Amendments to the constitution shall be submitted to the Executive Committee in writing for consideration.  A reading or email of the proposed amendment(s) will be required prior to submitting the amendment to a vote.

Section II

Written notification of the proposed amendment to all voting members must be made by mail or email, at least two weeks in advance of any proposed change in the constitution.

Section III
A two-thirds vote of quorum of members present will be required for adoption.

Section IV
Amendments are subject to the approval by the Student Government Association and the Student Activities Committee.
Article X – Instruction

The students will be instructed by a qualified instructor under the supervision of the United States Parachute Association Regional S&TA for this district.  Each member actively participating in skydiving must pass all tests administered by the instructor in order to validate his ability to participate in this sport.

Article XI – Liability Waivers
A liability waiver must be received from each member before he/she will be allowed to actively participate in skydiving.  This waiver releases Georgia Tech and all parties connected directly or indirectly with the sport from all liability in case of personal or property damage incurred during Club operations. Waivers for all members who participate in skydiving will be kept on file.
Section I

There is no minimum age for general membership in the Club. However, members must be 18 years of age or older to sign the waiver. Also, members must be 18 years of age or older to participate in skydiving with the Club.  The act of skydiving is not required to be a member of the club.

Article XII - USPA affiliation

The club will maintain affiliation with the USPA and abide by all regulations set forth by this organization.
